AGAINST WAEREN HASTINGS.                  311

formed into any regular written instrument, signed
and sealed by the parties; but the whole (both the
negotiation and the compact of offensive alliance
against the Kohillas) was a mere verbal engage-
ment, the purport, and conventions whereof nowhere
appeared, except in subsequent correspondence, in
which certain of the articles, as they were stated by
the several parties, did materially differ: a proceed-
ing new and unprecedented, and directly leading to
mutual misconstruction, evasion, and ill faith, and
tending to encourage and protect every species of
corrupt, clandestine practice. That, at the time
when this private verbal agreement was made by the
said Warren Hastings with the Nabob of Oude, a pub-
lic ostensible treaty was concluded by him with the
said Nabob, in which there is no mention whatever of
such agreement, or reference whatever to it: in de-
fence of which omission, it is asserted by the said
Warren Hastings, that the multiplication of treaties
weakens their efficacy, and therefore they should be re-
served only for very important and permanent obliga-
tions ; notwithstanding he had previously declared to
the said Nabob," that the points which he had pro-
posed required much consideration, and the previous
ratification of a formal agreement, before he could
consent to them. That the whole of the said ver-
bal agreement with the Nabob of Oude in his own
person, without any assistance on his part, was car-
ried on and concluded by the said Warren Hastings
alone, without any person who might witness the
Bame, without the intervention even of an interpret-
er, though he confesses that he spoke the Hiados-
tan language imperfectly, and although he had with
him at that time and place several persons high in